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There was no objection. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON THURSDAY, 
APRIL 17, 2008 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns on Wednesday, April 16, 
2008, it adjourn to meet at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, April 17. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
DECLARE A RECESS ON THURS-
DAY, APRIL 17, 2008, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING 
FORMER MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it may be in 
order on Thursday, April 17, for the 
Speaker to declare a recess subject to 
the call of the Chair for the purpose of 
receiving in this Chamber former Mem-
bers of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MORRIS 
BLACK AND SONS 

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 100th anniversary of 
the Morris Black and Sons, a renowned 
interior design business located within 
my district. 

Founded in 1908 by company name-
sake Morris Black, the business began 
as a horse and wagon team supplying 
contractors with construction needs in-
cluding pipe, bricks, sand, cement and 
other masonry products. The company 
quickly grew as the Lehigh Valley be-
came an industrial center, and by 1928, 
operated warehouses in Allentown and 
Bethlehem. 

In the 1930s, Morris was joined by his 
sons, Benjamin and Samuel in running 
the family business. Under this leader-
ship, Morris Black continued to de-
velop, and in 1943, became one of the 
first companies in the Nation to incor-
porate an insulation subcontracting 
business. 

A third generation of the Black fam-
ily became associated with the com-
pany in the 1970s when Morris Black 
and Sons entered a period of rapid 
change. In the mid 1970s the company 
saw a growing interest in do-it-yourself 
remodeling and design. With the do-it- 
yourself trend on the horizon, Morris 
Black and Sons opened one of the first 
home design centers that marketed 
building products directly to active 
homeowners in 1976. 

Over time, the company has contin-
ued to expand, opening its first sat-
ellite location in 1999 and the second in 
2000, and has developed a strong rep-
utation for quality throughout eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

This Saturday the family marks its 
100th anniversary. I wish the entire 
Morris Black family and company a 
healthy congratulations. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON ITS 
60TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, it is my honor to rise in cele-
bration of the coming 60th anniversary 
of the creation of the Nation of Israel 
next month. I have long been a sup-
porter of Israel, and I am proud of the 
strong bonds that unite Israel with our 
own Nation. 

Not only is Israel one of our foremost 
allies in the current fight against ter-
rorism, but they have been a long part-
ner in peace, in commerce and in the 
values of liberty. Israel, like America, 
rose to prominence through the hard 
work of immigrants, and Israel re-
mains the best model of democracy, re-
ligious freedom and peaceful coexist-
ence in a very hostile location in the 
world. The contributions of Israeli in-
genuity and Israeli technology are 
making an impact in the Middle East 
and throughout the world. 

And today, with Iran threatening to 
destroy Israel and developing nuclear 
technologies and ballistic missile tech-
nologies, it’s more important than ever 
that people of good will, Jews, Chris-
tians and of all faiths rise up in sup-
port of Israel and acknowledge Israel’s 
coming 60 birthday. 

Mazel Tov, Israel. 
f 

WHAT IS AT STAKE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, yesterday, General 
David Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan 
Crocker presented their reports to Con-
gress. Their testimonies were profes-
sional, fact-driven accounts, and I am 
extremely grateful for their service. 

During the hearing, I summarized al 
Qaeda spokesman Zawahiri, who has 
outlined his plan for Iraq. The first 

stage, expel the Americans from Iraq. 
The second stage, establish authority 
in Iraq. The third stage, extend the 
jihad wave to the secular nations 
neighboring Iraq. And the fourth stage, 
the clash with Israel and extermi-
nation of the people of Israel. 

Ambassador Crocker acknowledged 
these goals, but said al Qaeda may not 
follow this timeline. They may try to 
attack America as soon as possible. 

The Ambassador also agreed al Qaeda 
would not be satisfied with simply the 
destruction of the people of Israel. 

We should remember what is at stake 
in Iraq. A failure in Iraq, a defeat at 
the hands of these extremists, would 
mean a failed state, a breeding ground 
for extremists. It is the scenario we 
saw in Afghanistan prior to 9/11. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to call on the 
House of Representatives to pass a per-
manent research and development tax 
credit. We are the strongest Nation on 
Earth, in large part because of the in-
novation inspired through research and 
development. 

Throughout our history, America has 
led the way thanks to our innovators 
and entrepreneurs. Their contributions 
to our society have led us to a new era, 
but we cannot rest on these laurels. 

Even now, people in Nebraska and 
throughout our country are looking be-
yond the horizon for new ways to 
strengthen and grow our small, rural 
communities. We owe it to them to do 
everything in our power to foster these 
new ideas. 

We live in a world with unlimited in-
novation, and I look forward to seeing 
what the future will bring from further 
research and development. 

I urge the House leadership to bring 
H.R. 2138, the Investment in America 
Act, to the floor as soon as possible. 

f 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

(Mr. SALI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, con-
tinuing on with the remarks that were 
just made, many U.S. companies are 
making plans of where they will spend 
their research and development budg-
ets for the next 3 to 5 years. Unfortu-
nately, this Congress has made it in-
creasingly difficult for these companies 
to invest those R&D dollars with the 
kind of careful planning their needs de-
mand. 

High-tech companies are sending 
their R&D jobs abroad to countries 
that recognize that permanent R&D 
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tax incentives induce businesses to lo-
cate research activities there. Canada 
provides a 20 percent flat credit for 
R&D. Ireland offers a 20 percent credit, 
as well as a full deduction, a low cor-
porate tax rate, advanced infrastruc-
ture and a skilled, English-speaking 
workforce, all factors that appeal to 
many multi-national companies. 

Madam Speaker, these jobs sent over-
seas are permanently lost when a com-
pany starts a new R&D project. We 
must keep these jobs here. The R&D 
credit has already lapsed. The clock is 
ticking. Congress must extend the R&D 
tax credit today, and we must also fos-
ter R&D at home by making this im-
portant tax credit permanent. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ISRAEL 

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, 60 
years ago, outnumbered and under- 
equipped, the Jews of Palestine beat 
back five invading Arab armies to win 
a miraculous victory. Thus, the 2,000- 
year-old dream of reestablishing a 
state in the Jewish ancestral homeland 
was realized. 

Since then, Israel has wrought out of 
barren desert and swamp a vibrant and 
flourishing state. It has harnessed its 
ingenuity to join the world’s ranks of 
leaders in science, technology and can-
cer research. Israel remains a vital ally 
in the globe’s most dangerous region. 

And in a post-9/11 world, it is an en-
couraging reminder that a Democrat 
state can maintain its humane prin-
ciples in the face of unrelenting ter-
rorism. 

So today, as Hamas rockets continue 
to rain on Israeli communities, and 
former U.S. Presidents are used by 
Hamas as props in their propaganda 
war, we, in this Congress, stand to reaf-
firm the enduring 60-year friendship we 
have had with Israel. 

f 

b 1700 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

THE REAL BENCHMARK IN THE 
IRAQ POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday as a member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, I participated in one 
of the Petraeus-Crocker hearings. 
Sadly, it was just more of the same. We 
heard doubletalk and nuanced excuse. 

The American people and the Con-
gress demand more. This is not the 
punchline on some late night comedy 
news show. This is the blood and treas-
ure of our Nation. And now the Admin-
istration has its hand out for another 
blank check, over $1 billion rumor has 
it. This Congress should remain firm in 
its opposition to an open-ended occupa-
tion which is neither making America 
safer nor providing any real hope for 
the Iraqi people. 

Just a few months ago, Madam 
Speaker, our esteemed Appropriations 
Chairman, Mr. OBEY, introduced, and 
this House passed, a bill that clearly 
stated the position of a majority of 
Americans. 

With bipartisan support, the bill 
stated, the primary purpose of funds 
made available by this Act should be to 
transition the mission of United States 
Armed Forces in Iraq and undertake 
their redeployment and not to extend 
or prolong the war. 

A line has been drawn in the sand. 
The bar was raised, and we will not 
step back from this. 

From so-called blue states to red 
states, from east coast to west, from 
the deep south to the midwest, on to 
the great plain states, people are fed 
up. They overwhelmingly, time after 
time, demand that we end our occupa-
tion of Iraq, bring our troops home and 
that we also bring military contractors 
home and reaffirm our support of the 
Iraqi people by funding reconstruction 
and reconciliation efforts. 

Our assistance should come through 
diplomacy. Actually through a hand-
shake, not at the point of a gun. What 
is the best way to help the Iraqi peo-
ple? By occupying their land or by 
lending a hand? As I said many, many 
times, I represent the most beautiful 
and most progressive congressional dis-
trict. Every day my constituents make 
me proud to represent such amazing 
people. My own community has col-
lected supplies for the troops, has do-
nated to aid agencies and has gone the 
extra distance by giving straight from 
the heart. 

One such example is Dominican Uni-
versity in Marin County. They’ve of-
fered free schooling to Iraqi refugees. 
As part of the Iraqi Student Project, 
they will receive tuition and fee waiv-
ers. It may not seem like much to 
some, but I can tell you, this generous 
gift will change lives. 

Our communities can make these 
small but priceless gestures. But the 
real work lies here under the Dome. We 
have the support of the American peo-
ple, the Iraqis, and the world commu-
nity. We can’t wait until next year. We 
can’t wait until the next decade or the 
next century. 

So as this spending bill comes to-
gether, Americans want to know that 
their voices are being heard and, most 
importantly, heeded. 

We must stand strong. We must steel 
our spines. In November, the House of 
Representatives said that the primary 
purpose of all of those Federal dollars 

was a safe and orderly redeployment. 
The administration disagreed saying it 
won’t back down. 

We will consider spending over $1 bil-
lion on the Iraq occupation in the com-
ing weeks, Madam Speaker. I, for one, 
welcome the debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CONGRATULATING CLAYTON W. 
WILLIAMS, JR., ON HIS RECEIPT 
OF THE CONSERVATION CHAM-
PION AWARD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Clayton W. 
Williams, Jr., on his receipt of the Con-
servation Champion Award from the 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Foundation. 

Claytie, as he is affectionately 
known, is a favorite son of Texas, not 
only for his business acumen, but also 
for his unending generosity and tireless 
volunteerism. The Conservation Cham-
pion Award is but the most recent in a 
long list of honors that have been be-
stowed upon him for his philanthropic 
activities. 

Throughout his life, Claytie has been 
at the forefront of the conservation 
movement. Recently, Claytie and his 
wife, Modesta, granted one of the larg-
est conservation easements in Texas 
history: 60,000 acres spread across two 
ranches. By doing so, they have set 
aside this land for future development 
and preserved the land’s unspoiled 
character, picturesque vistas, and nat-
ural habitat forever. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate 
Claytie today, and my words are re-
corded in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
It is my wish that this small statement 
about his service will last as long as 
the gift he has given to Texas. I hope 
that in the distant future when we are 
all long passed away, someone finds 
these words and realizes that there was 
not always a movement to preserve 
open space and there was not always 
60,000 acres in southwest Texas kept as 
pristine as they were 100 years ago. 

The gift Claytie has given the people 
of Texas will last as long as our Union. 
We should remember this man of ex-
traordinary vision and foresight for at 
least that long. 

Through his leadership and actions, 
the State of Texas, and indeed, all of 
America, is more conscious of its nat-
ural heritage, more thoughtful of the 
land on which we live, and more inter-
ested in preserving all of it for the 
coming generations. 

On behalf of my constituents of the 
11th District of Texas, I want to ex-
press my thanks to Clayton and his 
wife, Modesta, for his lifetime of gen-
erosity, and to congratulate him on the 
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